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Preserving an old Friend
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Pennsbury's Supervisor of Grounds John Hahn, feft, and metallurgist and conservator T.
Sconr Kreifich meer in front of the statue of William Penn on the grounds of the Pennwood
Middle School in Lower Makefield 1o discuss plans to preserve the outdoor sculprure, The
vears have not been kind to the starue, donared to the districr in 1952 by the US Sreef Cor-
porattorn. Weather has taken its toll and so oo have the graffiti artists. A variegate green
patina has long since replaced the cooper-alloy that glistened in the sun so many years ago.
A painted letter “M" now scars Pean's face, stretching from his left exedcheckbone drea to
the bridge of his nose. See story an page 13, {photograph by Jeff Werner)
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Effort underway to preserve Penn statue

(Continued from page 13)
and how we’re doing it.
Just to raise that aware-
ness.”

If the district receives the
grant and the project is
given the go ahead,
Krielich said it would be
great to rededicate the
sculpture in June of 2002,
the 50th anniversary of its
installation.

“It’s actually a great
piece,” says Kreilich. “T’ve
seen several sculptures of
William Penn. Of course,
there’s the one atop City
Hall in downtown
Philadelphia. Personally I
like this one better than
some.”

Titled “William Penn,”

the sculpture depicts the

“Elm Treaty with North
American Indians, Nov.

1682.” The bronze figure
of Penn stands about 97
inches high atop a five
inch tall bronze base.

Kreilich, in addition to
developing-a plan of action
to conserve the sculpture,
is tracking down the sculp-
ture’s past, 58 years of
which are still clouded in
mystery.

While it is known that
U.S. Steel donated the
sculpture to the district as
a gift, the whereabouts of
the statue between 1894
when it was cast in
Philadelphia and 1952
when it was installed in
front of the Makefield
Road school is largely

unknown.

What is known is that the
piece was originally cast in
Philadelphia by Bureau
Brothers in 1894. It was
created by German born
artist Harry Manger.

Born in 1833, Manger
exhibited one of the earli-
est busts of Lincoln at the
Academy of Fine Arts in
Philadelphia from 1865 to
1867. But he is best known
for his colossal bronze
sculpture of Bismark dis-
played at the 1876 Centen-
nial Exhibition in Philadel-
phia. One author called the
work “the most important
piece of sculpture in the
German section.”

Two of Manger’s works
— one of Goethe and one

of Schiller — can be found
in Fairmount Park near the
Horticulture Center. The
William Penn statue, com-
pleted right near the end of
his life, is the latest known
piece by Manger.
Correspondence indicate
that former Vice President
of U.S. Steel, Earl Moore,
an avid collector, sent his
assistant, Charles Wynd-
ham, to look for artifacts,
according to Kreilich. The
William Penn sculpture
was allegedly discovered
in the garage of a well-to-
do collector on the
Philadelphia Main Line.
“Some of the clues that
we have are that it was
acquired by the Main Line
collector who was purport-

edly a member of the
Clothier family from
Strawbridge and Clothiers.
I’ve contacted some mem-
bers of the Clothier family
to see if they can help us
out. They’re asking distant
cousins and checking. If
they come with anything
they’re going to let me
know.”

Kreilich admits it’s a
long shot, but any lead is
worth following.

Apparently, said
Kreilich, US Steel first
offered to donate the

sculpture to the Fallsing-
ton Friends Meeting in
1951. When they declined
it, the picce was donated to
the Pennsbury School Dis-
trict.
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The district is searching
for old photographs of the
statue which may show the
missing ax or the missing
plaques that once adorned
the four sides of the lime-
stone pedestal. They also
are looking for clues to the
sculpture’s early history or
any anecdotes that resi-
dents might have regard-
ing the statue. For infor-
mation, contact John W.
Hahn, Supervisor of
Grounds, at 215-428-4153
or send information to his
attention at the Pennsbury
Administration Building,
134  Yardley Avenue,
Fallsington 19058.
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